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and  20 th -cen tu ry  p rob l ems  .by ove r em phas i z i ng  t he  im- 
p o r t a n c e  of pas t  events ,  of old languages  a n d  of o u t d a t e d  
knowledge  a n d  t h ink ing .  W h a t  is t he  sense of o r i en t a t i ng  
our  y o u t h  o b s t i n a t e l y  t ow ar ds  a r e m o t e  pa s t  w h e n  i t  is 
too obv ious  t h a t  as c i t izens  t h e y  will be u n a b l e  to  cope 
wi th  t h e  diff icul t ies  of t o d a y  and  tomor row.  D o m i n a n t  
fea tu res  of our  p re sen t  t i m e  are economic,  t echnolog ica l  
and  scient if ic  supremacy ,  pol i t ical  and  social ins tab i l i ty ,  
s t rong  d e m o g r a p h i c  pressure  a n d  a deep ly  d i s t u r b e d  rela-  
t ion  be tween  c iv i l iza t ion  and  m a n ' s  e n v i r o n m e n t .  Is  the  
m a i n  func t i on  of e d u c a t i o n  no t  precisely to  p r epa re  our  
chi ldren,  b y  t e a c h i n g  a p p r o p r i a t e  subjects ,  to  u n d e r s t a n d  
a n d  to  be  c o m p e t e n t  to  deal  w i t h  t he  p rob l ems  t h e y  will 
m e e t  as adu l t s  42 ~ 

W h y  no t  consecra te  p a r t  of all t h e  t i m e  s p e n t  on  learn-  
ing  L a t i n  a n d  Greek  to  t he  s t u d y  of  a n o t h e r  m o d e r n  
foreign l anguage  a n d  p e r h a p s  even  to  more  of n a t u r a l  
sciences, a m o n g s t  which  b io logy would  now be  able  to  
c o n t r i b u t e  v e r y  v a l u a b l y  to  a genu ine  h u m a n i s t i c  educa-  
t ion  ? W h y  not ,  i n s t ead  of s t a r t i n g  the  t e a c h i n g  of h i s t o r y  
w i t h  anc i en t  E g y p t  or Greece, begin  wi th  p r e s en t  t imes  
a n d  t a k e  f rom t h e  p a s t  w h a t  is s t r i c t ly  necessa ry  for  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  our  own  pol i t ica l  and  economic  s t ruc tu re s  ? 
W o u l d  i t  no t  be  preferable ,  ins tead  of read ing  a n d  lea rn ing  
in chronological  o rder  a long l is t  of l i t e r a ry  a n d  phi lo-  
sophica l  a u t h o r s  f rom t he  Rena i ssance  onwards ,  to  s t u d y  
a m o n g  t he  m o d e r n  wr i te r s  those  dea l ing  c o m p e t e n t l y  
w i t h  t he  ma in  p rob lems  of today ,  even  if t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n  
were no t  s t r i c t ly  l i t e r a ry  ? Moreover,  i n s t ead  of s t i ck ing  to 
on  o u t d a t e d  n u m b e r  a n d  h i e r a r c h y  of subjects ,  shou ld  we 
n o t  h a v e  t he  courage  to  fix new cent res  of g r a v i t y  and  
even  to  replace  old a n d  obsole te  sub lec t s  by  new ones, 
such  as economics,  sociology, etc ? Above  all, however ,  
shou ld  we no t  seek t o  real ize  m u c h  more  in t e rd i sc ip l ina ry  
work, since our  ex is tence  is no t  a mosaic  of single topics  
b u t  r a t h e r  the  resul t  of complex  in t e rac t ions  be t w een  the  
n u m e r o u s  aspec ts  of our  life ? B u t  th i s  would  m e a n  
br idg ing  gaps  b e t w e e n  single sub jec t s  a n d  above  all be- 
tween  t h e  l i t e ra ry  a n d  scient i f ic  ' cu l tures ' ,  t he  las t  gap  
be ing  one of t i le m a i n  obs tac les  to  a ful ly c o m p r e h e n s i v e  
educat ion .  

I t  is t r u e  t h a t .  if we were fol lowing these  suggest ions,  
we would  t h e n  educa te  people  who  would no t  be c u l t i v a t e d  
in a t r a d i t i o n a l  sense, who  would  for i n s t ance  no t  know 

w h a t  q n  med ia s  res '  or  ' ipso fac to '  m e a n t ,  who would  
ignore who  m u r d e r e d  Ju l ius  Cesar, who  were the  gen i to r s  
of Hercu les  a n d  who  wrote  t h e  s to ry  of G a r g a n t u a .  B u t  
these  people  m i g h t  i n s t ead  be  ab le  to  exchange  in fo rma-  
t ion  a n d  ideas w i t h  a wider  circle of foreign persons  t h a n  
most of our youngsters with a leaving certificate can, to 
understand more than the average citizen of today 
about politics and economy, to contribute more efficiently 
than most learned persons of these days to the solution of 
demographic and environmental problems and, as 
journalists, to diffuse more realistic information about 
these problems, and with another emphasis, than is done 
currently. Such people and their education might even- 
tually lay the foundations for a new and more realistic 
notion of culture and humanism. 

Our hitherto existing educational structures and 
methods rest upon, and always lead again to, sophisti- 
cated and unrealistic concepts of culture and humamsm, 
in which many outdated and unimportant features of our 
history and intellectual life are overemphasized, whilst 
scientific, technological and socio-economic knowledge 
and work are despised. That such concepts are a weak, 
misleading and dangerous basis for an up-to-date educa- 
tion should need no further comment. 

And still, hard fighting, if not worldwide catastrophes, 
will be required until the educational reforms, about 
which so much is said and written today, will yield more 
than mere reshuffling of existing programmes. The space 
attributed in Western Germany to the teaching of the 
natural sciences and the new Swiss 'Maturitiits-Anerken- 
nungsverordnung' (1968) prove how far our competent 
authorities still are from a comprehensive view of human 
life. Such a vlew is, however, a prerequisite for ending a 
steri le c o m p e t i t i o n  be tween  l i t e r a ry  and  scient if ic  h u m a n -  
i sms and  for f ind ing  the  so lu t ion  of, a m o n g s t  others ,  ou r  
d e m o g r a p h i c  and  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p rob lems ,  on  which  al l  
t he  aspec t s  of our  life, f rom ecological  to  moral ,  converge.  
I f  we lose th i s  educa t iona l  ba t t l e ,  t h e n  t he  chances  for 
w inn ing  t he  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  one  will r e m a i n  very  smal l  
indeed.  

,2 p. A. TSCHUMI, Gymnasium Helveticum 23, 373 (1968/69). 

CORRIGENDUM 

P. A. FiNOT, R. VIANI, J. BRIcouT and J. MAURON: pound V should be L-2-amino-6-[3-hydrox'4-oxo-6- 
methyl-l-pyridinyl]-hexan0ic acid or e-[3-hydroxy-4-oxo- 

Detection and Identi/ication of Pyridosine, a Second Lysine 6 - m e t h y l - l - p y r i d i n y l ] - L ' n o r l e u c i n e  in s t ead  of e-[1,4- 
Derivative Obtained Upon Acid Hydrolysis o/Heated Milk, d i h y d r o - 6 - m e t h y l - 3 - h y d r o x y - 4 - o x o -  1-pyr idyl] -L- lys ine .  
E x p e r i e n t i a  25, p. 134 (1969). The  correc t  n a m e  of corn- Pyr idos ine  is to  be m a i n t a i n e d  as t r i v i a l  name .  

C O N G R E S S U S  

Romania Regional Congress of Physiological Sciences 

in Brasov t0"16 August 1970 (IUPS). I n f o r m a t i o n  conce rn ing  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  m a y  be  
o b t a i n e d  f r o m :  R o m a n i a n  N a t i o n a l  Organ iz ing  Com- 

This  congress  will be  o rgan i zed  u n d e r  t he  sP0nsofsh ip  O f  mi t t ee ,  I n s t i t u t e  of Phys io logy ,  B o u l e v a r d  1 Mai No. 11, 
t he  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  u n i o n  o f  Phys io log ica l  Sciences Bucures t i  8 (Romania ) .  


